IVW - Rothbury 30t June - 7th July 2017

Rothbury and Coquetdale has a varied and often undiscovered landscape which provides
some of the best walking in Northumberland.

From picturesque walks along the River
Coquet, which is especially beautiful as

it flows through Thropton and Rothbury,

to the wild bleak landscape of the higher
ground further up the valley as it passes |
through Harbottle, Alwinton, Barrowburn |
before reaching Chew Green at the
head of the valley.

Lower down the valley it loops around
the lovely village of Warkworth with its
hilltop castle before exiting into the
North Sea at Coquet Island.

Rothbury

Known locally as the Capital of Coquetdale, the traditional Northumbrian village is built on
a sandstone hillside. It offers a good range of shops, with lots of art galleries, tea rooms,
cafes and pubs. It makes a convenient base for fishing and for walking in Northumberland
National Park and Simonside, as well as offering less strenuous riverside walks. Cragside
House and Gardens, home to Lord Armstrong is the most famous attraction in the area.

Rothbury is 12 miles from Alnwick, 15 miles from Morpeth and 29 miles from Newcastle
upon Tyne. According to the AA it is 262 miles from Bedford; should take 5 hours; travelling
most of the way along the Al. Services are available halfway at J48 (A1) at Boroughbridge
where there is a Morrisons for fuel and drink at sensible prices.

Most days we offer circular short walks of about 6 miles and longer walks of around 12
miles. Two days have linear walks along the coast which means travelling from Rothbury
and using buses. They too have been planned with different walk lengths in mind.

Contact information: Roy - 07784 208997 Andy - 07768 612249
1




IVW - Rothbury 30t June - 7th July 2017

Day 1: Wallington Hall (NT) - Friday 30t June - 2pm - 4 miles - Circular walk

We start the holiday by meeting at the National Trust location of Wallington Hall, home to the
Trevelyan family since 1777. Parking is free to NT members and non-members. The afternoon
walk takes all of us through the gardens and around the estate. Members can visit the house
and there is a café but non-members have restrictions. Start from the carpark.

Explorer Map 0L42 Grid Ref: NZ 028 843 Postcode: NE61 4AR

T it 4 At & R

Gifted to the NT by Sir Charles Trevelyan, socialist MP and ‘illogical Englishman’ in 1942. The
first donation of its kind. The estate was owned by the Fenwick family from 1475 until their
financial problems caused them to sell their properties to the Blacketts. The hall house was
rebuilt in 1688 around the ancient pele tower house for Sir William Blackett and was later
substantially rebuilt again, in Palladian style, for Sir Walter Blackett by architect Daniel Garret,
before passing to the Trevelyan family in 1777. The dichotomy for Sir Charles was being a true
Labour MP and inheriting a wealthy property from his father George Otto Trevelyan in 1928.
Parking Information:

Follow Al north to Newcastle.
20 miles north-west take the
A696, airport/Ponteland road
to Jedburgh and turn off onto
B6342 to Cambo. NE61 4AR

Parking is free at NT site for
members and non-members

Start at 2pm from Carpark

Wallington | |

n‘ ,_Pem



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenwick_baronets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackett_baronets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hall_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peel_Tower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_William_Blackett,_2nd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palladian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Walter_Calverley-Blackett,_2nd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trevelyan_baronets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Charles_Trevelyan,_3rd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Charles_Trevelyan,_3rd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_George_Trevelyan,_2nd_Baronet
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Day 2: Rothbury - Saturday 1st July - 10am - 8 or 12 miles - Circular walks

Today there are two circular walks up onto the Simonside Hills at different pace. Both ascend
past the interesting Sharpe’s Folly and onto Lordenshaws where 5000 year-old cup and ring
carvings of Neolithic tribes can be examined. Both then take a permissive track to Simonside.
The long walk descends steeply and across to Tosson Hill before making its way down to the
village of Thropton and into Rothbury. The 8 mile walk retraces its steps for an easier descent
through Great Tosson and the golf course to Rothbury. This walk can be shortened still further.

Explorer Map 0L42 Grid Ref: NU 057 015 Postcode: NE65 7TG

The Simonside Hills are a conservation area in the Northumberland National Park which teems
with wildlife such as curlew, red grouse, wild goats, adders and in the forests, red squirrels.
There are lovely 360 degree views from the hilltops across to the Cheviots, the North Sea coast
and below into Coquetdale. In Northumbrian folklore, malicious dwarves, often called duergar,
are said to attack walkers in the hills or lead them astray, especially at night. So we should
stick together and not get lost.

Parking Information:

All meet at the riverside car
park on Whitton Bank road,
(over the bridge and right)
N=rare

Rothbury.Park

River Coquet
ng Car Park
The carpark may be liable

ritton Bant

v to flooding. Parking is free

& Both walks begin here at

Rothbury &
Community Hospital P 10am



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwarf_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duergar_(folklore)
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Day 3: Rothbury - Sunday 2" July - 10am - 5 or 9 miles - Circular walks

Together we visit the local National Trust site of Cragside by walking along the river Coquet to
enter at the Power House close to Thrum mill and tour the estate visiting many of its features.
The walk continues in the afternoon onto the hills north of Rothbury away from Cragside.
Alternatively you can stay at Cragside, visit the house and formal gardens before returning.

The revolutionary home of Lord Armstrong, Victorian inventor and landscape genius, was a

Explorer Map 332/0L42 Grid Ref: NU 057 015 Postcode: NE65 7TG

wonder of its age. Built on a rocky crag high above Debdon Burn, the house was the first in the
world to be lit by hydro-electricity. Cragside is a garden of breathtaking drama, whatever the
season. Armstrong constructed 5 lakes, one of Europe's largest rock gardens, formal gardens
and planted over 7 million trees and shrubs in the 1000 acres of land. The property has been
in the care of the National Trust since 1977 and was opened to the public in 1979.

Parking Information:

Rothbury.Park

River Coquet

~ Rothbury
Community Hospital

H# Car Park

el
Hitton Ban

\N

All meet at the riverside car
park on Whitton Bank road,
(over the bridge and right)
NEG65 7TG

The carpark may be liable
to flooding. Parking is free

Both walks begin here at
10am
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Day 4: Alnmouth - Monday 34 July - 10:00am - 7 or 10 miles - Linear walks

Today we all catch the X18 bus at 10:16 outside The Schooner Hotel in Northumberland Street,
Alnmouth. The short walkers disembark at Warkworth Market Place and visit the castle whilst
the long walkers travel onto Amble Fourways. The plan is for both groups to meet at lunchtime
after walking along the beach. Both walks separate again, with the longer walk visiting Lesbury
before reaching Alnmouth, whereas the short walk goes there directly on footpaths.

Explorer Map 332 Grid Ref: NU 246 104 Postcode: NE66 2RS

Alnmouth was once a port supporting a small fishing industry and engaging in national and
international trade. It was for a time a leading north-east centre for the export of grain and
other foodstuffs, especially to London; and specialised in the import of timber and slate. Port
activities declined towards the end of the 19th century due in part to the railways and in part
to changes in the course of the river Aln. Warkworth castle was laid out in its present form in
about 1200 and was the favoured residence of the powerful Percy family from the 14th to the
17th centuries. Nearby, on the banks of the river Coquet and accessible only by boat, are the
remains of a chapel known as the hermitage, carved directly out of the cliff rock.

Parking Information:

Allow 45 minutes to drive to
Alnmouth via Alnwick along
the B6341 & A1068.

R AlnmouthFriary,

-

The Hope &

Parking is free in Alnmouth
and is being trialled.
All day parking at the beach

i The Saddle Bed,«
& Breakfast
X7 St Johnithe,
Baptist, A\gmou(h
o i

-y
'Beaches

# Dandelion Cq(e
o

w;’:ge Schooner, Hol’e‘|

costs £1.50 and is reached

by a road north of the town.
NEG66 2RW

Meet at 10am to catch X18
bus service to Newcastle. It
departs at 10:16 outside
The Schooner Hotel.

NE66 2RS
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Day 5: Harbottle - Tuesday 4 July - 10:00am - 6 or 12 miles - Circular walks

The long walk takes us into Upper Coquetdale towards Shillmoor for lunch, returning through
Alwinton and the Border County Ride to Harbottle. The short walk takes us up to the Drake
Stone and down to Alwinton for lunch, returning on the Border County Ride to Harbottle.

Explorer Map OL16 Grid Ref: NT 926 049 Postcode: NE65 7BB

The archaeology of Upper Coquetdale yields clues about how our ancestors lived, worked, and
played hundreds and thousands of years ago. From ramparts of Iron Age hillforts overlooking
the valley, to ruined walls of medieval castles, as in Harbottle. Ancient settlements, intriguing
monuments and mysterious carvings litter the landscape. The Drake Stone for example has
many stories and myths connected with it. One being that sick children passing over the Stone
would be cured; another being of travellers who had safely spent the night there were unable
to descend in the morning.

We all meet at the Forestry
Commission West Wood

f carpark.
s Ml NEGS5 7BB

\ \fs(remains-of) W

) It takes 20 minutes to drive
Sl there from Rothbury via

Sharperton

The carpark is free
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Day 6: Rothbury - Wednesday 5% July - 10:00am - 7 & 12 miles - Circular walks

These are circular walks, south of Rothbury, which involves a gradual climb past Sharpe’s Folly
and up onto Lordenshaws where the two walks separate. The long walk continues towards
Forestburn Gate, while the short walk cuts a corner to Butterknowes. From there, both return
walks parallel a dismantled branch of the Wansbeck Railway known as the “Wannie Line” back
to Rothbury. We could use the stepping stones to cross the river Coquet instead of the bridge?

Explorer Map 0L42 Grid Ref: NU 057 015 Postcode: NE65 7TG

Lordenshaw hill has one of the largest clusters of ancient cup and ring marked stones in the
country. The curious hollows and grooves are believed to be art by Neolithic and Bronze Age
people between 6000 - 3500 years ago. Modern quarrying on the north-west side has removed
masses of freestone on an industrial scale, leaving large craters in the ground. The main block
of rock art bears every sign of the quarrying process. The Wansbeck Railway was a single track
line that ran from Morpeth to Reedsmouth, where it made a junction with the Border Counties
Railway. Conceived as part of a through trunk route for the North British Railway, it opened in
stages from 1862 to 1865 but never achieved its potential. Mineral traffic kept the line going
since the population was sparse. In 1870 the Rothbury branch opened, from a junction on the
Wansbeck line at Scotsgap. The passenger train service was discontinued in 1952 and the line
closed completely in 1966.

Parking Information:

B All meet at the riverside car

park on Whitton Bank road,
S (over the bridge and right)
NEG5 7TG

Rothbury.Park

i
’h%
River Coquet we .
H# Car Park "%

The carpark may be liable
ot to flooding. Parking is free

~

&
~ Rothbury 3

Community Hospital @°

&

&

Both walks begin here at
10am
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Day 6: Rothbury - Wednesday 5 July - 19:30pm - Evening Dinner

For our evening meal we meet at the Queens Head Hotel in Rothbury, NE65 7SR
Explorer Map 0L42 Grid Ref: NU 058 017 Postcode: NE65 7SR

Down in the area called "Town Foot" stands the Queen's Head at the corner of Brewery Lane,
the brewery itself now long gone and the hotel changing substantially over the years.

The older portion of the Queens Head was erected in 1790 and for the first fifty years of its
existence was known as the Golden Fleece. Jane Snowden was the hostess in 1827 and
thereafter it was kept by the Dores family, followed by Mr. Lawson who restored and enlarged
the property. The change in name probably took place in 1837 in commemoration of Queen
Victoria's accession to the throne. In 1877 Mr. Temple rebuilt the old property next door which
was then added to the hotel and made a number of other changes to cater for increasing trade.
A brief detour up Brewery Lane takes you to Addycombe Cottages which were built for the
retired staff of the Armstrong estate. A little past the Queens Head, the Coplish Burn flows

under the road and into the Coquet. A bridge is shown on old m and traces of it still exist,
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Day 7: Alnwick - Thursday 6t July - 09:30am - 5, 7 & 12 mile - Linear walks

We all meet at the bus station in Alnwick to catch the X18 bus to Embleton, leaving at 10:02.
The return walks follow the coastline to Dunstanburgh castle and Craster before heading
inland to Howick Hall for lunch. A return bus can be caught here (5 miles) or at Longhoughton
(7 miles) to return you to Alnwick. The longer walk continues across country to Denwick and
then into Alnwick via the castle.

Explorer Map 332 Grid Ref: NU 185 132 Postcode: NE66 1LA

Dunstanburgh castle was built when relations between King Edward i and his most powerful
baron, Earl Thomas of Lancaster, had become openly hostile. Lancaster began the fortress in
1313 but failed to reach the castle when his rebellion was defeated, and taken to be executed
in 1322. Thereafter the castle passed to John of Gaunt, who strengthened it against the Scots
and during the Wars of the Roses, it was twice besieged and captured by Yorkist forces, but
subsequently fell into decay. Howick was the home of the Grey family from 1319 and Charles
2nd Earl Grey is the most distinguished member. As leader of the Whig party he was Prime
Minister from 1830 to 1834, during which time the Great Reform Bill of 1832 was passed; this
started the process of parliamentary reform which eventually led to our modern democracy.
Parklng Information:

| |Parking discs can be obtained from local shops,
tourist information centres and council offices.
Parking discs from other local authorities can be|
used. Alternatively use a long stay car

| Ipark where no disc is required.

| [Market Place
Bondgate Hill Cobbles Car Park
Bondgate Within

/| |Clayport Street/Market Street

/| |Fenkle Street Car Park

Pottergate
Greenwell Road (Part D) Car Park
Dispensary Street Car Park
Greenwell Road (Part A) Car Park
Greenwell Road (Part B) Car Park
Greenwell Road (Part C) Car Park

Road (Part E) Car Park

s GRE E N BATT
1:;(«'] E\ B PW = Pottergate New Row Car Park
'3_‘””*‘:’ i 1<r Roxburgh Place Car Park
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Day 8: Morpeth - Friday 7t July - 10:45am - 5 miles - 2 hours - Circular

Together we walk a 5 mile circuit around the town to visit many of the historical buildings.
Parking is free in Staithes Lane underground carpark below Morrisons.

Explorer Map 325 Grid Ref: NZ 202 861 Postcode: NE61 1ST

Morpeth stands on the River Wansbeck and its position as a crossing-point over the river has
meant that the area has long been occupied. Neolithic, Bronze and Iron Age occupation has
been found but it wasn’t until the Norman kings arrived that substantial structures were built.
Much of the old town probably dates back to medieval period and many roads, such as Oldgate,
Hillgate and Bridge Street, are recorded on historical documents. Morpeth became important
for the buying and selling of cattle, and by the mid-18th century was one of the most important
cattle markets in the country. Life in Morpeth changed when the railway, with its station and
viaduct were built and its role as a market town declined. It was easier for people to take their
goods straight to Newcastle. Fame returned in the 20th century when the Morpeth Olympics
was one of the top events in the UK sporting calendar, particularly in its best years between
the First and Second World Wars, with runners from all over the world coming to the town.
Parking Information:

L Geangsl AR o We all meet at the free
< ottingwood .
(SRR carpark under Morrisons L
seeAllin Staithes Lane, on the i
Z east side Morpeth
$#NE61 1TD

Jig Allow 45 minutes to drive §
there from Rothbury as
signposted using B6344,
A697, Al and A192.
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Planned bus services used on Monday 3™ July & Thursday 6 July

Berwick - Seahouses - Alnwick - Morpeth - Newcastle (timetable
runs from Sunday 30 April 2017) X1 8

Monday to Friday

Service Number X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 418 X18 418 X18 418 X18 418
Note/Code Sch
Seahouses, King St dep veee e e ... D729 ... 0B489 0959 1059 1159 1258 1359 1459

Beadnell, Craster Arms ... 0735 ... 0855 1005 1105 1205 1305 1405 1505 ...
Embleton, Greyfield oo e e ... D746 ... 0906 1021 1116 1221 1316 1421 1516 1616
Craster, Heugh ceee e e ... 0756 ... 0916 1031 1126 1231 1326 1431 1526 1626
Longhoughton, Shop ceeeemeeweee ... 0810 ... 0930 1045 1140 1245 1340 1445 1540 1639
Boulmer, Post Office e e e DBIB L0 L L e
Alnwick Bus Station arr oo e ... ... 0DB32 ... 0947 1057 1157 1257 1357 1457 1557 1651
same bus - no change required [ ¢ X8 + X118 1 X18 i X18
Alnwick Bus Station dep ... ... 0DB47 0802 0832 0902 1002 1102 1202 1302 1402 1502 1612 1712
Alnmouth Station #
Alnmouth Argyle Street ... ... 0701 0816 ... 0916 1016 1116 1216 1316 1416 1516 1626 1726
Warkworth Market Place 0712 0827 ... 0927 1027 1127 1227 1327 1427 1527 1637 1737
Amble Fourways ... 0819 0719 0834 ... 0934 1034 1134 1234 1334 1434 1534 1644 1744
Broomhill Togston Cres ... 0626 0726 0841 ... 0941 1041 1141 1241 1341 1441 1541 1651 1751
Acklington Crossroads .. 0628 0728 0843 ... 0043 1043 1143 1243 1343 1445 1543 1653 1753
Acklington H.M. Prison ... 0DB30 0730 0845 ... 0945 1045 1145 1245 1345 1445 1545 1655 1755
Red Row Market Place .... DB37 0737 0852 ... 0952 1052 1152 1252 1352 1452 1552 1702 1802
Widdrington Station Mile Rd ... 0644 0744 0859 .... 0050 1059 1159 1250 1359 1459 1550 1709 1809
Pegswood Stores 0556 0656 0756 0011 ... 1011 1111 1211 1311 1411 1511 1611 1721 1821
Morpeth Bus Station arr 0603 0703 0803 0918 . 1018 1118 1218 1318 1418 1518 1618 1728 1828

Newcastle - Morpeth - Alnwick - Seahouses - Berwick (timetable
runs from Sunday 30 April 2017)

Monday to Friday

Service Number X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18 X18
Morpeth Bus Station dep 0630 0720 0830 0940 1040 1140 1240 1340 1440 1540 1650 1750 1850 1950
Pegswood Stores 0637 0727 0837 0947 1047 1147 1247 1347 1447 1547 1657 1757 1857 1957
Widdrington Station Mile Rd 0649 0739 0849 0959 1059 1159 1259 1359 1459 1550 1700 1808 1900 2000
Red Row Market Place 0656 0746 0856 1006 1106 1206 1306 1406 1506 1606 1716 1816 1916 2016
HMP Northumberland 0703 0753 0903 1013 1113 1213 1313 1413 1513 1613 1723 1823 1923 2023
Acklington Crossroads 0705 0755 0905 1015 1115 1215 1315 1415 1515 1615 1725 1825 1925 2025
Broomhill Togston Cres 0707 0757 0907 1017 1117 1217 1317 1417 1517 1617 1727 1827 1927 2027
Amble Fourways 0714 0804 0914 1024 1124 1224 1324 1424 1524 1624 1734 1833 1933 2033
Warkworth Market Place 0720 0810 0920 1030 1130 1230 1330 1430 1530 1630 1740 1839 1939 2039
Alnmouth Argyle Street 0731 0B21 0931 1041 1141 1241 1341 1441 1541 1641 1751 1840 1949 2049
Alnmouth Station . # . . ... .. i i .. ... ... 1854 1954 2054
Alnwick Bus Station arr 0745 0845 0945 1055 1155 1255 1355 1455 1555 1655 1805 1905 2005 2105
same bus - no change required 1 418 i 418 { 418 { 418 L] 418 L]

Alnwick Bus Station dep 0752 0900 1002 1100 1202 1300 1402 1500 1602 1700 1812

Boulmer, Post Office e e e 1819 L L

Longhoughton, Shop 809 0912 1019 1112 1219 1312 1419 1512 1626 1712 1829

Craster, Heugh ‘O'ﬁﬁ‘ugza 1033 1126 1233 1326 1433 1526 1643 1726 1643

Embleton, Greyfield 0833 0936 1043 1136 1243 1336 1443 1536 1653 1736 1853

Beadnell, Craster Arms 0B44 0952 1054 1152 1254 1352 1454 1552 1704 1752 1904

Seahouses, King St arr 0849 0056 1059 1158 1250 1358 1450 1558 1700 1758 1900
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Menu for Evening meal on Wednesday 5% July at The Queens Head
STARTERS

Chefs Homemade Soup of the day
Served with crusty bread and butter

Chefs Homemade Chicken Liver Pate
Served with baby salad, homemade red onion marmalade and toast

Creamy Garlic Button Mushrooms sautéed in white wine & garlic
Finished with cream and served on a toasted crouton (v)

Brushetta with Melted Cheese and tomato served with a baby salad garnish (v)

MAINS

Pan Fried Hake Fillet on Rosti potatoes with tomato concasse and fresh vegetables

Chefs Deep-filled Pie of the Day topped with a butter short-crust
Served with fresh vegetables, chips or new potatoes

Roast Beef with homemade Yorkshire Pudding and served with fresh steamed vegetables

Queens Head own Award Winning Sausage served on creamy mashed potato & fresh vegetables
Finished with our own red onion marmalade and rich grawy.

CQueens Head own blend of vegetables, quorn & nuts in our Vegetarian Sausage (v)
Served on creamy mash with fresh vegetables and a vegetarian gravy

Classic Italian Lasagne Al Forno served with fresh crisp salad and garlic bread.

Homemade Vegetable Lasagne served with fresh crisp salad and garlic bread (v)

DESSERTS

Steamed Stem Ginger pudding with custard, or ice cream
Fruit Crumble and custard
Sticky Toffee Pudding with custard, or ice cream

Choice of cold desserts and homemade Cheesecakes
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