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Rothbury and Coquetdale has a varied and often undiscovered landscape which provides 

some of the best walking in Northumberland. 

From picturesque walks along the River 

Coquet, which is especially beautiful as 

it flows through Thropton and Rothbury, 

to the wild bleak landscape of the higher 

ground further up the valley as it passes 

through Harbottle, Alwinton, Barrowburn 

before reaching Chew Green at the 

head of the valley. 

Lower down the valley it loops around 

the lovely village of Warkworth with its 

hilltop castle before exiting into the 

North Sea at Coquet Island. 

Rothbury 

Known locally as the Capital of Coquetdale, the traditional Northumbrian village is built on 

a sandstone hillside. It offers a good range of shops, with lots of art galleries, tea rooms, 

cafes and pubs. It makes a convenient base for fishing and for walking in Northumberland 

National Park and Simonside, as well as offering less strenuous riverside walks. Cragside 

House and Gardens, home to Lord Armstrong is the most famous attraction in the area. 

Rothbury is 12 miles from Alnwick, 15 miles from Morpeth and 29 miles from Newcastle 

upon Tyne. According to the AA it is 262 miles from Bedford; should take 5 hours; travelling 

most of the way along the A1. Services are available halfway at J48 (A1) at Boroughbridge 

where there is a Morrisons for fuel and drink at sensible prices. 

Most days we offer circular short walks of about 6 miles and longer walks of around 12 

miles. Two days have linear walks along the coast which means travelling from Rothbury 

and using buses. They too have been planned with different walk lengths in mind. 

Contact information:    Roy – 07784 208997      Andy – 07768 612249 

Ivel Valley walking Holiday 

Rothbury Itinerary 



 

IVW – Rothbury 30th June - 7th July 2017 

2 

 

Day 1: Wallington Hall (NT) – Friday 30th June – 2pm – 4 miles – Circular walk 
 

We start the holiday by meeting at the National Trust location of Wallington Hall, home to the 
Trevelyan family since 1777. Parking is free to NT members and non-members. The afternoon 
walk takes all of us through the gardens and around the estate. Members can visit the house 
and there is a café but non-members have restrictions. Start from the carpark.  
 

Explorer Map 0L42    Grid Ref: NZ 028 843    Postcode: NE61 4AR 
 

 
Gifted to the NT by Sir Charles Trevelyan, socialist MP and ‘illogical Englishman’ in 1942. The 
first donation of its kind. The estate was owned by the Fenwick family from 1475 until their 
financial problems caused them to sell their properties to the Blacketts. The hall house was 
rebuilt in 1688 around the ancient pele tower house for Sir William Blackett and was later 
substantially rebuilt again, in Palladian style, for Sir Walter Blackett by architect Daniel Garret, 
before passing to the Trevelyan family in 1777. The dichotomy for Sir Charles was being a true 
Labour MP and inheriting a wealthy property from his father George Otto Trevelyan in 1928. 
Parking Information: 

 

Follow A1 north to Newcastle.  
20 miles north-west take the 
A696, airport/Ponteland road 
to Jedburgh and turn off onto 
B6342 to Cambo. NE61 4AR 
 
Parking is free at NT site for 
members and non-members 
 
Start at 2pm from Carpark 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenwick_baronets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackett_baronets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hall_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peel_Tower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_William_Blackett,_2nd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palladian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Walter_Calverley-Blackett,_2nd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trevelyan_baronets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Charles_Trevelyan,_3rd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Charles_Trevelyan,_3rd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_George_Trevelyan,_2nd_Baronet
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Day 2: Rothbury – Saturday 1st July – 10am – 8 or 12 miles – Circular walks                                                                                               
 

Today there are two circular walks up onto the Simonside Hills at different pace. Both ascend   
past the interesting Sharpe’s Folly and onto Lordenshaws where 5000 year-old cup and ring 
carvings of Neolithic tribes can be examined.  Both then take a permissive track to Simonside. 
The long walk descends steeply and across to Tosson Hill before making its way down to the 
village of Thropton and into Rothbury.  The 8 mile walk retraces its steps for an easier descent 
through Great Tosson and the golf course to Rothbury. This walk can be shortened still further. 
 

Explorer Map 0L42    Grid Ref: NU 057 015    Postcode: NE65 7TG    
 

 
The Simonside Hills are a conservation area in the Northumberland National Park which teems 
with wildlife such as curlew, red grouse, wild goats, adders and in the forests, red squirrels.  
There are lovely 360 degree views from the hilltops across to the Cheviots, the North Sea coast 
and below into Coquetdale. In Northumbrian folklore, malicious dwarves, often called duergar, 
are said to attack walkers in the hills or lead them astray, especially at night. So we should 
stick together and not get lost. 
Parking Information: 

 

All meet at the riverside car 
park on Whitton Bank road, 
(over the bridge and right) 
NE65 7TG 
 
The carpark may be liable 
to flooding. Parking is free 
 
Both walks begin here at 
10am 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwarf_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duergar_(folklore)
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Day 3: Rothbury – Sunday 2nd July – 10am – 5 or 9 miles – Circular walks 
 

Together we visit the local National Trust site of Cragside by walking along the river Coquet to 
enter at the Power House close to Thrum mill and tour the estate visiting many of its features. 
The walk continues in the afternoon onto the hills north of Rothbury away from Cragside. 
Alternatively you can stay at Cragside, visit the house and formal gardens before returning.  
 

Explorer Map 332/0L42    Grid Ref: NU 057 015    Postcode: NE65 7TG 

 
The revolutionary home of Lord Armstrong, Victorian inventor and landscape genius, was a 
wonder of its age. Built on a rocky crag high above Debdon Burn, the house was the first in the 
world to be lit by hydro-electricity. Cragside is a garden of breathtaking drama, whatever the 
season. Armstrong constructed 5 lakes, one of Europe's largest rock gardens, formal gardens 
and planted over 7 million trees and shrubs in the 1000 acres of land. The property has been 
in the care of the National Trust since 1977 and was opened to the public in 1979. 
Parking Information: 

 

All meet at the riverside car 
park on Whitton Bank road, 
(over the bridge and right) 
NE65 7TG 
 
The carpark may be liable 
to flooding. Parking is free 
 
Both walks begin here at 
10am 
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Day 4: Alnmouth – Monday 3rd July – 10:00am – 7 or 10 miles – Linear walks 
 

Today we all catch the X18 bus at 10:16 outside The Schooner Hotel in Northumberland Street, 
Alnmouth. The short walkers disembark at Warkworth Market Place and visit the castle whilst 
the long walkers travel onto Amble Fourways. The plan is for both groups to meet at lunchtime 
after walking along the beach. Both walks separate again, with the longer walk visiting Lesbury 
before reaching Alnmouth, whereas the short walk goes there directly on footpaths. 
 

Explorer Map 332    Grid Ref: NU 246 104    Postcode: NE66 2RS 
 

 
Alnmouth was once a port supporting a small fishing industry and engaging in national and 
international trade. It was for a time a leading north-east centre for the export of grain and 
other foodstuffs, especially to London; and specialised in the import of timber and slate. Port 
activities declined towards the end of the 19th century due in part to the railways and in part 
to changes in the course of the river Aln. Warkworth castle was laid out in its present form in 
about 1200 and was the favoured residence of the powerful Percy family from the 14th to the 
17th centuries. Nearby, on the banks of the river Coquet and accessible only by boat, are the 
remains of a chapel known as the hermitage, carved directly out of the cliff rock. 
Parking Information: 

 

Beach 

Parking 

£1.50 

BUS 

Allow 45 minutes to drive to 
Alnmouth via Alnwick along 
the B6341 & A1068. 
 
Parking is free in Alnmouth 
and is being trialled.  
All day parking at the beach 
costs £1.50 and is reached 
by a road north of the town. 
NE66 2RW 
 
Meet at 10am to catch X18 
bus service to Newcastle. It 
departs at 10:16 outside 
The Schooner Hotel. 
NE66 2RS 
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Day 5: Harbottle – Tuesday 4th July – 10:00am – 6 or 12 miles – Circular walks 
 

The long walk takes us into Upper Coquetdale towards Shillmoor for lunch, returning through 
Alwinton and the Border County Ride to Harbottle. The short walk takes us up to the Drake 
Stone and down to Alwinton for lunch, returning on the Border County Ride to Harbottle. 
 

Explorer Map 0L16    Grid Ref: NT 926 049    Postcode: NE65 7BB 
 

The archaeology of Upper Coquetdale yields clues about how our ancestors lived, worked, and 

played hundreds and thousands of years ago. From ramparts of Iron Age hillforts overlooking 

the valley, to ruined walls of medieval castles, as in Harbottle. Ancient settlements, intriguing 

monuments and mysterious carvings litter the landscape. The Drake Stone for example has 

many stories and myths connected with it. One being that sick children passing over the Stone 

would be cured; another being of travellers who had safely spent the night there were unable 

to descend in the morning.  

   

 

We all meet at the Forestry 
Commission West Wood 
carpark.  
NE65 7BB 
 
It takes 20 minutes to drive 
there from Rothbury via 
Sharperton 
 
The carpark is free 
 
Both walks start at 10am 
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Day 6: Rothbury – Wednesday 5th July – 10:00am – 7 & 12 miles – Circular walks  
 

These are circular walks, south of Rothbury, which involves a gradual climb past Sharpe’s Folly 
and up onto Lordenshaws where the two walks separate. The long walk continues towards 
Forestburn Gate, while the short walk cuts a corner to Butterknowes. From there, both return 
walks parallel a dismantled branch of the Wansbeck Railway known as the “Wannie Line” back 
to Rothbury. We could use the stepping stones to cross the river Coquet instead of the bridge?  
 

Explorer Map 0L42    Grid Ref: NU 057 015    Postcode: NE65 7TG 
 

  
Lordenshaw hill has one of the largest clusters of ancient cup and ring marked stones in the 
country. The curious hollows and grooves are believed to be art by Neolithic and Bronze Age 
people between 6000 - 3500 years ago. Modern quarrying on the north-west side has removed 
masses of freestone on an industrial scale, leaving large craters in the ground. The main block 
of rock art bears every sign of the quarrying process. The Wansbeck Railway was a single track 
line that ran from Morpeth to Reedsmouth, where it made a junction with the Border Counties 
Railway. Conceived as part of a through trunk route for the North British Railway, it opened in 
stages from 1862 to 1865 but never achieved its potential. Mineral traffic kept the line going 
since the population was sparse. In 1870 the Rothbury branch opened, from a junction on the 
Wansbeck line at Scotsgap. The passenger train service was discontinued in 1952 and the line 
closed completely in 1966. 
Parking Information: 

 

All meet at the riverside car 
park on Whitton Bank road, 
(over the bridge and right) 
NE65 7TG 
 
The carpark may be liable 
to flooding. Parking is free 
 
Both walks begin here at 
10am 
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Day 6: Rothbury – Wednesday 5th July – 19:30pm – Evening Dinner 
 

For our evening meal we meet at the Queens Head Hotel in Rothbury, NE65 7SR 
 

Explorer Map 0L42    Grid Ref: NU 058 017    Postcode: NE65 7SR 
 

 
Down in the area called "Town Foot" stands the Queen's Head at the corner of Brewery Lane, 
the brewery itself now long gone and the hotel changing substantially over the years. 
The older portion of the Queens Head was erected in 1790 and for the first fifty years of its 
existence was known as the Golden Fleece. Jane Snowden was the hostess in 1827 and 
thereafter it was kept by the Dores family, followed by Mr. Lawson who restored and enlarged 
the property. The change in name probably took place in 1837 in commemoration of Queen 
Victoria's accession to the throne. In 1877 Mr. Temple rebuilt the old property next door which 
was then added to the hotel and made a number of other changes to cater for increasing trade. 
A brief detour up Brewery Lane takes you to Addycombe Cottages which were built for the 
retired staff of the Armstrong estate. A little past the Queens Head, the Coplish Burn flows 
under the road and into the Coquet. A bridge is shown on old maps and traces of it still exist,  
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Day 7: Alnwick – Thursday 6th July – 09:30am – 5, 7 & 12 mile – Linear walks 
 

We all meet at the bus station in Alnwick to catch the X18 bus to Embleton, leaving at 10:02. 
The return walks follow the coastline to Dunstanburgh castle and Craster before heading 
inland to Howick Hall for lunch. A return bus can be caught here (5 miles) or at Longhoughton 
(7 miles) to return you to Alnwick. The longer walk continues across country to Denwick and 
then into Alnwick via the castle. 
 

Explorer Map 332    Grid Ref: NU 185 132    Postcode: NE66 1LA 
 

 
Dunstanburgh castle was built when relations between King Edward II and his most powerful 
baron, Earl Thomas of Lancaster, had become openly hostile. Lancaster began the fortress in 
1313 but failed to reach the castle when his rebellion was defeated, and taken to be executed 
in 1322. Thereafter the castle passed to John of Gaunt, who strengthened it against the Scots 
and during the Wars of the Roses, it was twice besieged and captured by Yorkist forces, but 
subsequently fell into decay. Howick was the home of the Grey family from 1319 and Charles 
2nd Earl Grey is the most distinguished member. As leader of the Whig party he was Prime 
Minister from 1830 to 1834, during which time the Great Reform Bill of 1832 was passed; this 
started the process of parliamentary reform which eventually led to our modern democracy. 
Parking Information: 
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Day 8: Morpeth – Friday 7th July – 10:45am – 5 miles – 2 hours – Circular 
 

Together we walk a 5 mile circuit around the town to visit many of the historical buildings. 
Parking is free in Staithes Lane underground carpark below Morrisons. 
 

Explorer Map 325    Grid Ref: NZ 202 861    Postcode: NE61 1ST  

Morpeth stands on the River Wansbeck and its position as a crossing-point over the river has 
meant that the area has long been occupied. Neolithic, Bronze and Iron Age occupation has 
been found but it wasn’t until the Norman kings arrived that substantial structures were built. 
Much of the old town probably dates back to medieval period and many roads, such as Oldgate, 
Hillgate and Bridge Street, are recorded on historical documents. Morpeth became important 
for the buying and selling of cattle, and by the mid-18th century was one of the most important 
cattle markets in the country. Life in Morpeth changed when the railway, with its station and 
viaduct were built and its role as a market town declined. It was easier for people to take their 
goods straight to Newcastle. Fame returned in the 20th century when the Morpeth Olympics 
was one of the top events in the UK sporting calendar, particularly in its best years between 
the First and Second World Wars, with runners from all over the world coming to the town. 
Parking Information:  

 

We all meet at the free 
carpark under Morrisons 
in Staithes Lane, on the 
east side Morpeth  
NE61 1TD 
 
Allow 45 minutes to drive 
there from Rothbury as 
signposted using B6344, 
A697, A1 and A192. 
 
Start at 11am 
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Planned bus services used on Monday 3rd July & Thursday 6th July 
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Menu for Evening meal on Wednesday 5th July at The Queens Head 

 


